SALZBURG FESTIVAL SOCIETY

The Salzburg Festival Society: Made for

people who love music, the festival and life

Since its founding in 1920, the Salzburg Festival
has always had friends, admirers, and supporters.
In 2005, three Americans (two of them Austrian
Americans) founded the Salzburg Festival Society.
These were Gerhard Andlinger, John French Ill, and
Isabelle Harnoncourt. Based in New York, the SFS
serves as the official liaison between the Festival
and its American patrons. The SFS hosts a variety of
activities and supports a number of projects. For in-
stance, the SFS has helped bring several orchestras
to Salzburg, including those of Cleveland, Boston,
and Pittsburgh.

ach summer, the SFS presents a series of
E conversations with leading musicians and

other leaders in the music world. Any and
all are welcome to atfend these events. They are in-
formal, enriching, and fun. The moderator Jay Nord-
linger, a journalist and music critic from New York,
also takes questions from the audience. There have
been a plethora of guests in the series over the years.
They constitute a virtual Who's Who of the music
world. Among the singers: Renée Fleming, Diana
Damrau, Thomas Hampson, Ferruccio Furlanetto,
and René Pape. Among the conductors: Mariss Jan-
sons, Valery Gergiev, Christoph Eschenbach, Anto-
nio Pappano, and Herbert Blomstedt. Then there are
the violinists, pianists, stage directors ...

One of the guests in 2019 was Manfred Honeck,
the Austrian conductor who leads the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra. He got out of his chair and
demonstrated a dance for the audience — a dance
incorporated by Schubert in a symphony. Speaking
of Schubert and Austrian conductors: Franz VWelser-
M@ést, too, has been a guest in the series. He is the
music director of the Cleveland Orchestra. Asked to
name some of his favorite composers, he said he
has had one above all since the age of four: Schu-

bert. Werner Hink, a now-retired concertmaster of
the Vienna Philharmonic, was a guest. He said that
he had played in Mozart's Magic Flute = or Figaros
Hochzeit, as he called it = more than 500 times.
And never fired of it. Another violinist, Anne-Sophie
Mutter, the starry German, was a guest in 2019.
She has been playing at the Salzburg Festival since
1977, when she was 14. Her mentor was Herbert
von Karajan, the late artistic director of the Festival.
She related some stories about him. She also had
some stories about André Previn, the late American,
fo whom she was once married. Was there anything
that this incredibly versatile man couldn’t do? Yes,
said Frau Mutter: “play the fiddle and cook.” (She ex-
cels in both fields.)

ne of our favorite guests the Salzburg Festi-
O val Society had was Helga Rabl-Stadler, the

president of the Festival, who is a native
Salzburger. She answered the fascinating question:
How are relations between Salzburg, the town, and
Salzburg, the festival? She also gave some tips about
restaurants and pastry shops — after the audience
was sworn fo secrecy. The Festival's present artistic
director, Markus Hinterhduser, was also an excellent
guest in the series. He's in charge of booking the
many artists at the Festival. Was there one he could
not get? Yes, just one, and not a classical musician:
leonard Cohen, the lafe singer-songwriter who is
honored in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

Benjamin Schmid, the violinist, grew up in Salzburg.
When he was a guest in the SFS series, Donald
Kahn was in the audience. The late Mr. Kahn was
the honorary chairman of the Society. He had pur-
chased a Stradivarius Beni Schmid played some
years ago — a fiddle named “lady Jeanne”, named
for Mr. Kahn's wife. Moreover, Donald Kahn was a
prime builder of a festival hall, the House for Mozart.
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Nabil Chartouni with his niece Tierney Andrews
and Heinrich Spéngler

Another Salzburg builder was Gerry Andlinger, the
founding chairman of the SFS. He was a classic
American story. Born in Austria in 1931, he almost
starved fo death during the war. In due time, he
learned English from American Cls. In 1948, he was
a winner of an essay contest, sponsored by the New
York Herald Tribune. Contestants wrote on the sub-
ject “The World | Want.” The prize was a three-

Dorothée Volpini de Maestri, Jack McDowell
and Peggy Weber-McDowell

BN
Joseph Bartning, Alexa Wesner and Helga Rabl-Stadler

month trip to America. Gerhard Andlinger became
a fitan of American and infernational business. His
most visible, most beautiful contribution to the Salz
burg Festival is the Kulisse, a room amid the festival
halls, high up. It has a balcony with a perfect pano-
ramic view of the city. No member of the Salzburg
Festival Society is more distinctive than Peggy We-
ber-McDowell, an Austrian American who springs

Jay Nordlinger and Anne-Sophie Mutter
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from one of the oldest families in Salzburg. She and
her husband, Jack McDowell, fund the English trans-
lations in the Festival program booklets. Indeed, they
fund them in perpetuity. Today, the SFS enjoys the
leadership of its chairman, Alexa Wesner, who is a
former U.S. ambassador to Austria, and its presi-
dent, Nabil Chartouni, who is a distinguished busi-
nessman and philanthropist.

The Salzburg Festival Society is made for people
who love music, love Salzburg, and, really, love life.

Please join by becoming a member and register at:
www.sfsociety.org /jubilee.

Manfred Honeck and Jay Nordlinger
Photos: © SFS/Manfred Siebinger

Thank you to our Salzburg Festival Society Contributors:

Mr. Jeffrey Abramson « Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Abram-
son « Mr. Thomas Altmann « Mr. Lamberto Andreotti
and M. Pino Brusone « Mr. and Mrs. Jafar Askari -
Mr. Robert Ayres « Mr. Tony Bechara « Mr. Fritz F.
Blattl « Ms. Joanne L. Bober « Mr. and Mrs. Eric E.
Bowles « Dr. Sigrun Braverman « Ambassador and
Mrs. W. L. Lyons Brown « Mrs. Noreen Buckfire « Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Campen - Mr. and Mrs. Nabil
Chartouni « Mr. and Mrs. Eugenio Clariond « Mrs.
Judith-Ann Corrente and Mr. Wim Kooyker « Mr. and
Mrs. Pierre De Vegh « Mrs. Hester Diamond « Mr.
Dieter Elsner « Mrs. Angelina Eschauzier « Mrs. Pairi-
cia Falk « Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Fallat « Mrs. Isabelle
Harnoncourt Feigen and Mr. Richard L. Feigen « Mr.
and Mrs. J. Christopher Flowers « Mrs. Smadar Fo-
gel « Mrs. Carole Bailey French and Mr. John French
Il Mrs. Stephanie French « Mr. and Mrs. Rolf Gar-
dey « Mr. and Mrs. Roland Guenther « Mrs. Susan
Gutfreund « Mr. and Mrs. Istvan A. Hajdu « Mrs.
Alexandra Kauka Hamill and Mr. Sterling Hamill «
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Harnik « The Hon. Kerry Mur-
phy Healey « Mr. Rolf Heitmeyer « Mrs. Marifé Her-
nandez and Mr. Joel Bell « Mrs. Elaine Hochman -
Mr. and Mrs. James Holman « Ms. Karen Hsu « M.
and Mrs. Martin Hutter « Mr. and Mrs. Alfred C.
Jones « Ms. Michelle Kang « Dr. Joel ]. Kassimir -
Mrs. Helene Klausner-Huth « Mr. Marten Klop « Mr.

Frederick R. Koch « Dr. and Mrs. Israel Kogan « Ms.
Camilla Kolber « Mrs. Marjorie Layden « Mr. and
Mrs. Mario Leal « Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lenkin « Mrs.
Nina McElroy « The Hon. Bonnie McElveen-Hun-
ter « Dr. and Mrs. Gregor Medinger « Mrs. Rita Z.
Mehos « Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Meier « Mr. Christian
and Mrs. Audrey Meissners Mrs. Heidi Melas « Ms.
Pauline Menier « The Hon. Mary Mochary « Mr. and
Mrs. Karlheinz Muhr « Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etien-
ne and Ms. Annette Campbell-White « Mrs. Christa
Percopo « Ms. Jean Perin « Mr. and Mrs. Jean-Fran-
cois Pissettaz « The Hon. and Mrs. Leon B. Polsky -
Mrs. Isabella Ponta and Mr. Werner Ebm « Mrs. An-
ne Prevost « Mrs. Karin Reza « Ms. Michelle Rohe -
Mr. Daniel ). Rothschild « Mrs. Irene Rothschild « Mr.
David Sadroff « Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel Safdié « Mrs.
Susan Sanders « Mr. and Mrs. Omar Sawaf « Dr.
and Mrs Guillermo Schuliz « Dr. and Mrs. Thomas
Sculco « Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Sharp « Mrs. Bon-
nie Simon « Mr. and Mrs. John Staelin « Mr. and Mrs.
Marc Stern « Mr. and Mrs. Gerd W. Stuerz « Mr.
and Mrs. Achy Taiber « Mr. Nicola Tegoni « Ms.
Anne Tiracchia « Mrs. Annette Vass « Mrs. Dorothée
Volpini de Maestri and Mr. Francis O'Neill « Mrs.
Peggy Weber-McDowell and Jack McDowell « The
Hon. Alexa Wesner « Mr. Shariq Yosufzai « Dr. and

Mrs. Louis Zinterhofer
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